
 

SAFETY GUIDE FOR MACHINE OPERATORS 

 
This machine is intended for commercial use only by trained and qualified operators. It is only to be operated in the manner for which it has 
been designed: to scrub, polish, clean, and restore hard surface flooring and baseboards in an indoor environment. 
 
All Operators must read, understand and practice the following safety precautions.  

 WARNING:  
Fire or Explosion Hazard 

 WARNING:  
Electrical Hazard 

 WARNING:  
Electrical Shock Hazard 

Never use flammable liquids or operate the 
machine in or near flammable liquids, 
vapors or combustible dusts. This machine 
is not equipped with an explosion proof 
motor. The electric motor will spark upon 
start up and during operation which could 
cause a flash fire or explosion if the 
machine is used in an area where 
flammable vapors/liquids or combustible 
dusts are present. 

Do not operate the machine with a 
damaged power cord. Do not modify the 
plug. Unplug power before servicing 
machine.  If the power supply cord is 
damaged or broken, it must be replaced by 
the manufacturer or the manufacturer’s 
service agent or a similarly qualified 
technician to avoid a hazard.  

Do not use outdoors. Do not expose the 
machine to rain. Always store the machine 
indoors. 

 
GROUNDING INSTRUCTIONS: 

This machine must be grounded whenever it is in use to reduce the risk of electrical shock. The plug must be used 
in an appropriate power outlet that is properly installed in accordance with all local codes. Do not remove the 
ground pin. Replace damaged plug before use.  
 
This machine is for use on a nominal 110-Volt circuit and has a grounding attachment plug that looks like the plug 
illustrated. Make sure that the machine is connected to an outlet having the same configuration as the plug. Do 
not use an adaptor with this machine.  
 

BEFORE USING A CENTAUR FLOOR MACHINE: 

1. Read and follow all the safety guidelines (provided in this 
document). 

2. Do not operate the machine with or near flammable 
liquids or flammable vapors as an explosion or flash fire 
may occur. 

3. Do not operate the machine unless you have been 
trained on the use of this equipment and are authorized 
to use it. 

4. Do not operate the machine unless the power cord is 
properly grounded. 

5. Do not operate the machine with a damaged cord or plug. 
6. Do not operate the machine with the use of an extension 

cord. 
7. Do not operate the machine if it is not in proper 

operating condition. 
8. Do not operate the machine in outdoor areas. 
9. Do not operate the machine in standing water. 

 
BEFORE STARTING THE MACHINE: 

1. Make sure all safety devices are in place and operate 
properly.  

2. Remove loose objects from the floor area where you are 
working to prevent injury and damage. 

3. Place “wet floor” signs as needed and restrict access to 
others to prevent injury. 

WHEN USING THE MACHINE: 

1. Stay clear of the spinning pad. 
2. Do not pull the machine by the plug or cord.  
3. Do not run the machine over the cord. 
4. Do not pull cord around sharp edges or corners. 
5. Do not close doors on cord. 
6. Do not unplug by pulling on cord. 
7. Do not stretch the cord. 
8. Do not handle plugs with wet hands. 
9. Keep cord away from heated surfaces. 
10. Never activate the power when the handle is in the 

upright position. 
11. Do not release handle grips until the pad comes to a 

complete stop. 
12. Go slow on inclines and slippery surfaces. 
13. Wear non-slip, steel toe safety boots. 
14. Stop using the machine immediately if you experience 

faulty operation or notice damage. 
15. Do not allow children or adults to play on or around the 

machine. 

 

   



 
 

SERVICING THE MACHINE: 

1. We recommend using manufacturer supplied 
replacement parts to ensure proper operation of the 
machine. 

2. All repairs must be performed by a qualified service 
technician. 

3. Do not modify the machine from its original design.  
4. Contact Centaur Floor Machines to identify a qualified 

service center in your area. 

STORING & TRANSPORTING THIS MACHINE: 

1. Unplug the power cord from the wall outlet and remove 
the pad driver/brush from the machine. 

2. Neatly coil the cord around the cord hook (located on the 
lower portion of the handle) and handle bar to prevent 
cord damage. Secure cord with supplied Velcro wrap 
strap. 

3. Load the machine onto your vehicle using a 
recommended loading ramp or carefully lift the machine 
with adequate assistance. 

4. Use tie-down straps to secure the machine to the truck 
or trailer. 

5. Ensure machine is stored at 5 Celsius (41 Fahrenheit) or 
higher at all times 

 
 

OPERATING THE MACHINE 
 
        WARNING: Do not operate this machine unless you have read and understood the Safety Guide (this document) 
 
GENERAL OPERATION: 

1. Always make sure your pad driver is properly secured to the gearbox under the machine. 
2. Make sure when using a pad driver with a center-lock, that the center-lock is recessed below the pad surface. This must be 

checked before operation. Failing to do so, may result in damage to the center-lock and/or to the floor surface. 
3. Before starting make sure to adjust the handle to a comfortable operating height. 
4. Before starting make sure that the safety switch on the handle grip is operating properly. If it is not operating properly, do not use 

the machine until this issue has been rectified. 
5. Do not operate the machine in the same spot for a long period of time as it may result in floor damage.  
6. To maneuver the machine over thresholds and floor grates, stop the machine and tilt it back on the transport wheels, and move it 

to the desired position. Never attempt to operate the machine over a threshold or grate as this may result in injury, damage to the 
machine and to property. 

7. When the machine is not in use, remove all pad drivers and pads to ensure that these items do not suffer premature wear. 

 
Use only recommended pads/brushes and commercially available floor cleaners and waxes intended for use with this 
machine. 
 
          ATTENTION: If you feel like you are losing control of the machine, immediately release the handle grip and step 
away from the machine as quickly as possible. The safety switch in the handle grip will automatically reset and the 
machine will come to a stop. Failing to let go of the handle bar may cause personal injury and damage to property. 

 
MACHINE MAINTENANCE: 

1. Remove and clean the pad driver or brush after each use. 
2. Clean the machine base after each use, clean the bottom edges of SplashGuard to remove debris. 
3. Inspect the power cord for damage after each use. If worn or damaged, replace immediately. Do not use the machine if the power 

cord is damaged. 
4. Wipe the power cord with damp cloth and neatly coil it around the cord hook (located on the lower portion of the handle) and 

handle bar after each use. Use the supplied Velcro wrap strap to secure cord 
5. Periodically check that all nuts, bolts, screws are properly tightened. 
6. [Rabbit 3 and Stonechat ONLY] When the red light appears on top of motor cover, it is time to replace your motor brushes. Only 

use an authorized Centaur Service Center—contact Centaur Floor Machines for further information. 905-475-5640 
 
 
 

 

 

 


